ANTHONY                                                                               200
ference from Ireland to the eastern district of England. This
was an event in his life of the very greatest importance. It
established him within easy reach of London; it made pos-
sible club-life and all this was to mean to him; it gave him
friends and a home in which with ease and dignity he could
entertain them; it ushered in the golden age of his prosperity;
it cleared the way to that supremacy among contemporary
novelists which he was to hold for nearly twenty years.